
The Face
1/5th of the entire body and to be completely accurate, a part of that fraction.

The most intimate, personal and recognizable part.

The part, which is there to express person’s moods, feelings and emotions.

The part of the portraits by Annaleen Louwes, which absence immediately confronts the viewer

with mystery, uncertainty and a lot of questions…

Can such a personalized artistic genre as a portrait lack the face?

And what is a portrait then?

Can a faceless person still be identified?

And what happens to this identity when the face is gone?

What about the emotional world of the portrayed person?

How is the psychology shown?

What role does the body play in the portrait?

Can the body language still provide cues to the attitude or state of mind of a person?

How important is the face?

And does the absence of it change the perception of the body?

And finally: if these portraits are not about the faces,

what are they portrays of?



Portrait…

A painting, a drawing or a photograph
with an image of a face or

a figure of a person

A depiction or a description of
a person or a group of people,

who exist or existed

in the reality

 A work of art, depicting a specific person,
 in which the artist conveys
 the individual similarities,
 opens up the inner world and

 the personality of the one being 
portrayed, and reveals the characteristic features of 
 the epoch & the social environment 
 in the appearance of the model
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Identity…
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 In today’s world, where the face And when most individual

 became a label, a trademark, and recognizable part 
 they are people with no identity. of the body is gone,

 It is completely erased. the portrait becomes more
 It does not exist anymore. generalized and universal.
 And people become equal.

All the palette of a person’s

feelings and emotions

is expressed through

the facial features.

And when the inner world

with all its complexity is hidden,

the mood becomes open



Psychology…

They hide their faces.

They are on their own

with their feelings and

emotions.

In the moment of greatest

intimacy, which is not to be

shared with others.

With no pretence

and no games.



Body Language…

However it is not only the face that opens up

the person’s individual universe.

Gestures and poses also give a certain insight into

the character and the mood of the model.

Aggression, attentiveness, boredom,

relaxed state, pleasure, or amusement…

At a certain point it becomes a kind of a game.

And if you learn its rules, you can always win it by satisfying your curiosity.

When    the attention is taken away

 from    the face,  the body 

 starts to be     perceived as

 an autonomous

 complex form.

                         A   combination             of

                              separate shapes   of

          the                   body   parts

                          and         the clothes  drapes

   create  a whole     new    rhythm,

particular        plasticism    and, at times,

             even              a certain          

                                                   movement.





Shapes and Forms…Portraits Of…

In a detached yet close up and

personal manner, Annaleen Louwes

observes her “models”.

She investigates people and the way

they survive under all sorts of conditions.

She concentrates attention on them,

but doesn’t open them up completely.

                   

She plays with our imagination and shoots

the individuality to show the simplicity.

A simple life with all its imperfections.

The life with no ambition and no 

pretention.

The life that is about the people.

People without faces…

 Our Life!
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