
   Nature design Zurich 

 Ar t  Nouveau
   A new style for a new age
  
    Late 19th Century to Early 20th Century 

 It  was developed by a br i l l ian t and energetic generat ion of ar tists and 
designers, who sought  to fash ion an ar t form app ropriate to the modern age. 
Du ring this extrao rdinary time, urban l ife as we now understand it  was 
establ ished. Old customs, habits, and ar tistic styles sat alongside new, 
combining a wide range of cont radictory images and ideas. Many ar tists, 
designers, and architects were excited by new technologies and l ifestyles, 
while others ret reated into the past, embracing the spi ri t  world, fantasy, and 
my th.                                                

A r t  Nouveau was in many ways a response to the Ind ustrial Revolution. Some 
ar tists welcomed technological  progress and embraced the aesthetic 
possibi l it ies of new materials such as cast iron. 

Others deplored the shoddi ness of mass-produced machine-made goods and 
aimed to elevate the decorative arts to the level of fi ne art by applying the 
highest standards of craftsmanship and design to everyday objects. Ar t  
Nouveau designers also believed that al l the arts shou ld wo rk  in harmony  to 
create a "total  work  of ar t," or  Gesamtkunstwe rk: buildings, furniture, texti les, 
clothes, and jewelry al l conformed to the principles of A r t  Nouveau.

Im fascinated w i th this gorgeous and successful decorative styl which imbues 
me wi th such as exotic forms itsel f.
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