Introduction

Designer: John Habraken
Client: Heineken

Date: 1962

Material: Molded Glass
Color:Heineken glass green

NAI Rotterdam’s Scattjekammer original text

Can a stackable beer bottle help to make construction more sustainable? As the story
goes, beer magnate Freddy Heineken came up with the idea of the World Bottle when

he saw waste materials being recycled to build dwellings in the slums of the Caribbean.
At his request, John Habraken designed the first stackable bottle in 1962. The ribbed
glass and the depression in the bottom of each bottle reinforce the construction of the
brickwork.

The bottle remains a prototype. The brewery’s marketing department is afraid the idea
will harm their image. As an experiment, Habraken builds a house made out of bottles
for Heineken. In 1975, the beer bottle once more surfaces as a possible building material,
although critics say that far from solving the issue of recycling leftover bottles, the World
Bottle would only encourage people to drink. To get the number of bottles needed to
build their house, people would have to consume a substantial amount of beer first!



1. Formal researches

1. Bottle neck + Bottom: Are designed to perfectly imbricate to create a straight wall with no holes and
facilitate the masonery.

2. Bottle body: Is the format of a brick, with no sharp angles that are avoided with glass recipient because of
norms, security, and ergonomy.

3. Grip: Those «glass dots » are designed in two purposes: an ergonomic one, helpingW to hold the bottle
so it is not slipping from your hand, and helps again the masonnery work, giving more grip, for a solid
construction. Also we can see that the bottle body on this area is slightly curved, permitting to add more
concrete between the two «bricks».
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2a. What does it associate with (materials)
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2b. What does it associate with (materials)




3a. Place it in its time. What did/does that
time look like.

JULY- 1368

ESSED THE FIRE
ROL... AND

) OF ME

ET6 BLAZED
1GH THE SKY..

OP TO POP

Furniture of the 1960s




3b. What trend does it connects to?

I do think that this bottle connects close to functionalism, even if the line could be considered as pop (the
curves!).

4. Why did | choose it?

I choose this item because I found this idea really really avant-gardist and full of possibilities. I think it is
a field that designers should investigate more. Not recycling materials, because it is only a reaction on the
consequence of the harmfullness we have dealing with the wastes of our mass consumption society, but
design the product without forget that someday it will become a waste that will take a lot of place and long
process before this object will be transformed and recycled (PET recycling process for instance). What
would be a world where all consumption object would be designed like this: one function before/another
function after it would become a waste?





